
Although Hope Thomas has 
been performing all of her life, it 
wasn’t until more than two years 
ago that she decided to pick up 
a guitar and start playing seri-
ously. 

Recently, Thomas, 20, 
of Ypsilanti, a student of 
Washtenaw Community College 
majoring in music production 
and engineering, has released 
KHU�¿UVW�(3�RQ�9\QH�5HFRUGV�DV�
-R�3LH�:K\OG��D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�
childhood nicknames. 

The new record is called 
“Songs for Noah.” 

Named for her pet dog who 
suffers from genetic, skeletal 
defects, “Songs for Noah” was 
written, recorded and mixed all 
by Thomas with her microphone 
and interface in her apartment.

Originally from Lawrence, 
about a half hour outside of 
Kalamazoo, Thomas has been 
attending WCC since Fall of 
�����DQG�E\�VLJQLQJ�ZLWK�9\QH�
she’s hoping to support herself 
through music.

“The way this works is they 
promote me, I sing; they pro-
mote me some more and I sing 
some more,” Thomas said. 
³6LJQLQJ�ZLWK�9\QH�LV�OLNH�PH�
seriously saying, ‘I want to do 
this, I’m putting all I got into it, 
,¶P�LQYHVWLQJ�LQWR�9\QH�DQG�,¶P�
investing in my music.’”

Making the decision to move 
to Ypsilanti, halfway across the 
state, was easy for Thomas. She 
knew that WCC was the right 

place for her if she was going to 
start studying music on a more 
passionate level.

“I haven’t had struggles with 
singing although I really don’t 
know how I got to where I’m 
at,” she said. “But I’ve matured 
emotionally – which is essential 
to writing music.”

While Thomas hasn’t suf-
fered the displeasure of losing 
her voice, she says that playing 
the guitar has been the most dif-
¿FXOW�SDUW�RI�KHU�PXVLF�FDUHHU�

“Of course, I want to get bet-
ter,” she said. “I don’t want to 
be a songwriter, or just a guitar 
player, or just be a singer. I want 
to be all three and do them better 
than what I’m capable of now.”

While that road may be un-
certain for Thomas, she looks 
forward to the strong relation-
VKLS�VKH�KDV�ZLWK�3DW�5D\PRQG�
RI�9\QH�5HFRUGV�

It was July of 2011 at one 
of the several open-mic nights 
when Raymond, out scouting for 
9\QH��QRWLFHG�7KRPDV¶V�WDOHQW�

“Her voice is what sets her 
apart,” Raymond said. “When 
it comes to music, it’s not just 
somebody’s voice. Someone can 
have a very beautiful voice, but 
the fact that she was able to take 
the lyrics and take her voice and 
put it with a simple melody was 
amazing.”

Raymond, 22, of Ann Arbor, 
a recent University of Michigan 
graduate, has one goal for 
Thomas: to give her music the 
exposure that will allow her to 

Have you heard the one 
about the doctor who com-
plained about the high cost of 
his automotive repair bill?

If you’ve taken a class taught 
by Washtenaw Community 
College automotive technolo-
gy instructor Russell Ferguson, 
chances are, you surely have.

“It’s not a joke, it really hap-
pened,” Ferguson said. “Back in 
the mid-’80s I was working in a 
shop, Palmer Ford, and a doctor 
came in to get something fixed. 
I was standing by the counter, 
heard his complaint, and said, 

‘Doc, the human body hasn’t 
changed in a million years, look 
at all the new cars that came 
out this year. You get to bury 
your mistakes. Mine come back 
on a tow truck.’”

While that anecdote is a sta-
ple of Ferguson’s instruction, it 
is also the philosophical justifi-
cation for his newly approved 
paid sabbatical.

“The college offers a sab-
batical for instructors after 
six years of service,” Ferguson 
said. “I’ve been teaching full 
time for over 12 years now, and 
my industry changes every sin-
gle year.”

In his 14 years of instructing 
at WCC, Ferguson has had lit-
tle opportunity to go back into 
the field and “recharge his bat-
teries,” in terms of relearning 
his craft. His goal this winter 

semester is to work hands-on 
as a line mechanic, while focus-
ing on emerging sustainable 
technologies in the automo-
tive industry. 

“Hopefully, the idea is that 
you bring back some teaching 
techniques that will help out 
in the curriculum,” Ferguson 
said. “In order to do that, we 
need to keep up to date.”

During this period, Ferguson 
will take on a few di!erent roles 
with General Motors, Chrysler, 
Car and Driver magazine and 
various secondary schools to 
reassess his knowledge base.

In the vein of reacquaint-
ing himself with newer vehi-
cles, Ferguson will shadow two 
part-time WCC instructors, 
Matt Kelley and John Sykes, 
at their day jobs as mechanics 
in dealerships. 

“We have very talented part-
timers, but it’s hard to get them 
in the classrooms during the 
day because they are licensed 
mechanics at dealerships,” 
Ferguson said. “Two of them 
(Kelley and Sykes), I consider 
my good friends. I asked them 
if I could shadow them and they 
thought it was a great idea.”

Ferguson will split this por-
tion of his time working with 
Sykes at Zubor Buick GMC 
and with Kelley at Village 
Automotive in Chelsea.

“My pitch to students when 
I tell them to take classes with 
our part-timers is that at 5 p.m., 
they close their toolboxes and 
start teaching,” Ferguson said, 
highlighting Sykes’ and Kelley’s 
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Ann Arbor’s underground mu-
sic scene has a home and a house 
full of friends at local concert ven-
ue and collective, The Far House. 

Located at the corner of 
3DFNDUG�DQG�6WRQH�6FKRRO�� WKH�
house has played host to a num-
ber of experimental performanc-
es and events since the collective 
was started in 2008. 

The Far House’s mission has 
always been the same: to have a 
place where the minds of artists 
and intellectuals can meet with-
out judgment or the constraints of 
a consumer-based society.
)RXQGLQJ� UHVLGHQW� (ULF�

Stephenson, 30, has often found 
himself frustrated with what he 
sees as the elitist nature of his 
town’s local music scene, hop-
ing that his home can be a public 
escape from it.

“We want to create an 

environment where people are 
welcome to feel a part of the ac-
tion,” Stephenson said. “I want 
them to come here and feel like 
they’re welcomed, not just an-
other customer. They’re not pa-
trons, they’re pals.”
3ODQQLQJ�DQG�RUJDQL]LQJ�VHY-

eral concerts at the Far House 
throughout the year, Stephenson 
believes his selection of per-
formers to be in line with the 
Far House’s stance against 
commercialism.

“The people who I choose to 
work with, and play shows with, 
are the people who actually do it 
because they like to, not to make 
a buck,” Stephenson said. “The 
people who have that integrity 
tend to get less exposure.”

The Far House’s donation-on-
ly events and fundraisers, includ-
ing musical performances, art 
shows and movie nights, raise 
money to support the local acts 

Ann Arbor’s Far House plays host to local experiments
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FAR HOUSE CONTINUED B8

RX FOR SUCCESS CONTINUED B2
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RUSSELL FERGUSON COURTESY PHOTO

WCC instructer Russell Ferguson stands next to a Chevy Volt while on a Car and Driver road test.

JENNIFER GENTNER COURTESY PHOTO

Jo Pie Whyld smiles at fans who chant her name before her performance on 
Jan. 14 at Crossroads Bar and Grill in Ypsilanti.

‘WHYLD’ THING CONTINUED B8



January 23, 2012 The Washtenaw VoiceCulture SyncB8

performing in its underground 
sound stage in the house’s base-
ment. All proceeds go to the 
bands.

“The money always goes to 
the bands,” Stephenson said. 
“We’ve never kept any money.”

Patrick Doyle, 22, has been 
journeying from West Sumter to 
perform at and enjoy many of the 
Far House’s shows over the past 
two years, citing the importance 
of independent music.

“I come here for the commu-
nity. It’s a great place for friends 
to get together and listen to mu-
sic,” Doyle said. “They’re very 
supportive of the underground 
music scene.”

Doyle enjoys the support his 
own independent record label, 
TF Records, has garnered within 
WKH�ZDOOV�RI�)DU�+RXVH��VDWLV¿HG�
GHVSLWH�WXUQLQJ�YHU\�OLWWOH�SUR¿W�

“Here, we have non-corporate 
musicians that are doing it just 
because they like to, not to line 
their pockets,” Doyle said. “Sure, 
it’s nice to make some money, 
but that’s just not a concrete re-
ality these days.”

Other residents at the Far 
House have begun to use 
the property to address other 

realities. One such inhabitant, 
Adrienne Berry, has found her-
self studying and developing en-
vironmental practices in the Far 
House’s backyard. With chick-
ens, a greenhouse and even a 
worm bin for compost, Berry 
enjoys the freedom granted at 
the Far House for her endeavors.

“It’s a house for experimenta-
tion,” Berry said. “I’m glad to 
be able to experiment with sus-
tainability. We’ve always tried to 
NHHS�D�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW�LGHRORJ\�´

The ideology of the Far 
House hasn’t only been em-
braced in Michigan. Twenty-
¿YH�\HDU�ROG�0LNH�7D\ORU��RI�
Chicago, has never felt more 
at home when traveling to Ann 
Arbor to perform his experi-
mental electronic music under 
the name “KKrusty” at the Far 
House.

“I come up here whenever I 
get the chance. There’s nobody 
who appreciates what I do like 
the people here,” Taylor said.

Taylor cherishes the Far 
House and the surrounding mu-
sic scene’s open-mindedness and 
diversity.

“Equal opportunity is the 
¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�VSULQJV�WR�PLQG�´�
Taylor said. “You can see any-
thing out here.” 

FAR HOUSE FROM B1

earn a living.
“Sustainability, for me, for her 

means that she wouldn’t have to 
work at a coffee shop during the 
day to sing,” he said. “Our No. 
1 goal is getting her in front of 
as many people that will listen.”

Thomas’s view for the future 
is similar.

“The next step for me is to 
NHHS�SUDFWLFLQJ�DQG�UH¿QLQJ�P\�

skills,” she said. “I’m not any-
where (near) where I want to be, 
but I’ll be there soon. I know that 
I will be coming out with another 
EP or another album relatively 
soon.”

At Crossroads in Ypsilanti, 
Thomas’s sister, Elly Thomas, 
had the chance to see her little 
VLVWHU�SOD\�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�

“I don’t know how she does 
it. For her, it just seems so effort-
less,” Elly said.

Her mother, Anne Hawkinson, 
54, agrees.

“It wasn’t until 2 ½ years ago, 
she decided that music was her 
passion,” Hawkinson said. “Her 
dad and I are supportive of her, 
and I’m just glad she’s found 
something she loves and she’s 
good at it.”

 For more information on Jo Pie 
Whyld visit http://jopiewhyld.com.

‘WHYLDE’ THING FROM B1

more than mere music

Eric Stephenson resident of Far House succeded in raising $412 for his emer-
gency dental work at a Far House event called ‘Tooth-a-palooza.’

Adrienne Berry plays saxophone and sings for Troubajabamos as they perform at the Far House.

Fans dancing during a performance at the Jan. 14 concert.
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Jo Pie Whyld plays her song, ‘Despair’ at Crossroads Bar and Grill on Jan. 14.


